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occurred to him that breaking of Salt Tax might be the first item
under disobedience movement. Salt is consumed by all Gandhiji
wrote in the Young India, February 1930 : " There is no article
like salt, outside water, by taxing which the State can reach even
the starving millions, the sick, the maimed and utterly helpless.
The tax constitutes, therefore, the most inhuman poll tax the
ingenuity of man can devise."
On January 9, in the Young India he wrote :".,,.! would
far rather be witness to chaos in India , . . than that I should
daily witness our gilted slavery." The tone of his writings was
definitely changing. He started his famous * Dandi march' on
March 12,1930, to make salt with his own hands from water nature
had given in plenty. Even at that age of 61, and after fatiguing
journeys, he would, at the end of the day, write for the Young India.
The Viceroy promulgated an Ordinance on April 27, reviving ;
the Press Act of 1910. On the Press Act, Gandhiji made a statement
which was published after his arrest, in the Young India of May 8,
1930:
", . . . Act contains additional provisions making the whole piece more
deadly than before ... it is a veiled form of Martial law. . , . The pressmen
if they are worthy representatives of public opinion, will not be frightened by
the ordinance. Let us realise under the wise dictum of Thoreau that it is difficult
under the tyrannical rule for honest men to be wealthy. ... I would therefore
urge pressmen and publishers to refuse to furnish securities and if they are
called upon to do so, either to cease publication or to challenge the authorities
to confiscate whatever they like *... They may confiscate type and machi-
nery, they will confiscate pen and still less speech .... There is hardly a man
or woman breathing in India who with every breath does not breathe disaffection,
sedition, disloyalty, and whatever other terms one may use to describe the
mentality of the nation which has set its mind on destroying the existing system
of Government."
The press responded magnificently. As M. Barns says: " Never
before had the press played so important a part in the national
campaign and enthusiasm was kindled and maintained by the
vigorous action of the Nationalist newspapers. . . . Indeed, all
the methods which a nationalist press might be expected to use in a
country at war were employed by the journals supporting the
movement." 32
Government fell upon the press with a heavy cudgel.  By July
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